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Dear Parents, 
 
As your Pastor, I wish to welcome all of you to the new Faith Formation year! Teaching our faith to the 
next generation is one of our most important jobs as Catholics, and parents are the first and foremost 
teachers for their children. 
 
Religious education, as any type of education, requires that teachers and parents work together for the 
benefit of the students. We recognize that parents are the first teachers for their children, and lifelong 
teachers by example. We are asking parents to agree to, and sign, the Family Covenant and adhere to 
the Adult Formation Requirement, in recognition of the important role you play in helping us “educate” 
the children about our shared Catholic faith.  
 

1. Parents need to inform the Catechists in advance if they have any important commitment 
necessitating class absence, so that the make-up work can be given to the student. If a student 
misses three unexcused classes, the parent and student must meet with the Faith Formation 
Coordinator and/or Father Mervin in order for the student to continue their Faith Formation 
training, especially those in the Sacramental preparation classes. 
 

2. Regular weekly Mass attendance is required. Students must fill out the Mass attendance form 
found in the vestibule of the Church and have it signed/stamped by the presiding priest. A note 
on the bulletin from another parish, signed by the priest, serves as proof of Mass attendance 
from outside St. Joseph’s. 
 

3. Students in Grades 3 through 6, who have received First Holy Communion and First 
Reconciliation, are required to participate in the Parish Advent and Lenten communal Penance 
services. 
 

4. Students in the First Communion and Confirmation classes are required to attend Reconciliation 
services scheduled by the Faith Formation office. They are also encouraged to participate in the 
Parish Advent and Lenten communal Penance services. 
 

5. Parents are required to participate in Adult Formation classes for at least 20 hours per  
school year. Multiple options for fulfilling this requirement are listed in the Program  
Requirements. 

 
We are here to walk this journey with you when you are ready. Your assistance and cooperation in 
following the Program Requirements is indicative of your commitment to our shared goal. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 Fr. Mervin Concepcion, Pastor  


